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Over the last year the Detroit Bar 
Association served over 4,743 attendees, 

hosting 305 networking events, fundraisers, 
webinars, educational programs, board, 

committee, section, and planning meetings!



Raising the Bar Annual Dinner 



Summer Breeze Law Clerk’s Party



Detroit Bar Association Golf Outing 



Night Out with the Bench and Bar



Jingle Mingle Holiday Celebration 



Mardi Gras in the “D” 



State of the Court Address & Reception 



New Lawyer Boot Camp  



Inn of Court  



Law Day



WEBINARS: Years of Service Recognition, AI In the Legal Profession,  
Corporate Transparency Act Webinar, Trial Services Technology



Auto No Fault Section:

-	 When PIP Isn’t Unlimited: Managing Capped Claims in Michigan



Barristers Section:

Lessons on Starting Your Own Law Firm 

Career Options In House • Barristers Holiday Party

March Madness Meet-Up • Pins & Pinstripes Barristers Bowl



Estate Planning and Probate Litigation Section:

The Importance of Special Needs Trusts  
in Relation to Personal Injury Settlements



In-House Counsel Section:

From Law Firm to In-House Counsel:  
Navigating the Transition



Criminal Defense Section: 

The Move From Frank Murphy Hall of Justice 

How to Stay Grounded When the Scales are Unbalanced



ADR Section:

The Role and Implementation of Court-Appointed Neutrals

AI Made Simple for Mediators: Tools to Improve  
Your Practice and Client Experience



Work Life Balance Section:

Tree Planting Day

Book Club



Diversity & Inclusion Committee:

25 in ’25 Diversity & Inclusion  
Reflections Meeting

DETROIT BAR ASSOCIATION 
 
 
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION CHALLENGE  

4912-6867-2513_1 

25 IN ‘25 

 

The Detroit Bar Association Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee invites you to continue the activities and 
practices we started last year.  To accept the challenge, 
please email: slawkillinger@detroitlawyer.org. You will 
be invited to participate in virtual meetings where we 
will check in on our progress and learnings.   
 

 1.  CULTURAL COMPETENCE 
Watch this video to learn about cultural 
competency and why it is important. 

 

 

 

 2. INCLUSIVE LEADERSHIP 
Read about how you can become a more 
inclusive leader.  

 3. INTERSECTIONALITY 
This article provides information on how 
to navigate intersectionality in the 
workplace.  

 

 

 

 4. NEURODIVERSITY IN THE 
WORKPLACE 
Learn about the importance of embracing 
neurodiversity in the workplace.  

 5. DISABILITY INCLUSION AND 
ACCESSIBILITY 
Here are some tips for employers to build 
a disability-inclusive workplace.   

 

 

 

 6. LGBTQ+ ALLYSHIP AND ADVOCACY 
Read about how you can actively support 
members of the LGBTQ+ community.  

 7.  BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
February is Black History Month. Learn 
about its origins and ways to observe the 
month here. 

 

 

 

 8. INCLUSIVE RETENTION EFFORTS 
To improve your retention efforts, focus on 
inclusion – not just diversity.  

 9. MICROAGGRESSIONS QUIZ 
Take this quiz to broaden your 
understanding of microaggressions at 
work. 

  10. MENTAL HEALTH IN THE 
WORKPLACE 
Here are 5 ways employers can improve 
mental health in the workplace. 
 

 11. WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
Recognize Women’s History Month in 
March by learning about the six women 
who have served as U.S. Supreme Court 
Justices. 

 

  11. EMBRACING EMOTIONS AT WORK 
Watch this TED series that shares why selective 
vulnerability is the key to bringing your 
authentic self to work.  



Strategic Planning 
Committee:

Completed the Detroit Bar 
Association Strategic Plan

PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Headline: Detroit Bar Association Releases 2024 Judicial Candidate Ratings 

Date: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 

Contact: Tracey Cooley, Detroit Bar Association Executive Director 
tcooley@detroitlawyer.org 

The Judicial Candidate Evaluation Committee of the Detroit Bar Association has completed its rating of 
participating judicial candidates officially running for open seats in the courts of Wayne County for the 2024 
election cycle.  The Committee is comprised of 33 attorneys from the Detroit Metropolitan area who 
evaluated the fitness of each candidate for judicial office based upon the candidate’s legal ability 
(scholarship, analysis, judgment, clarity of expression), trial experience, integrity, honesty, judicial 
temperament, and reputation, without regard to party affiliation, race or creed.  Ratings are given after 
review of the candidate’s completed questionnaire and/or an in-person interview conducted with an 
Interview Panel of the Committee.  The ratings refer only to a candidate’s qualifications for the position of 
judge in the court that the candidate is seeking, and do not in any way refer to a candidate’s qualifications 
as a practicing attorney.  The ratings reflect the collective opinion of the Committee and not the Detroit Bar 
Association as a whole.  The ratings for individual candidates are set forth below.    

The Judicial Candidate Evaluation Committee has the following categories of ratings: Outstanding, Well 
Qualified, Qualified, Not Qualified or No Rating/Did not Participate. Ratings were provided only to those 
who actively participated.  The standards for ratings can be found at Judicial Candidate Ratings Guide 

Candidate Name Candidate Rating 
3RD CIRCUIT JUDGE OF CIRCUIT COURT INCUMBENT - 6 YEAR TERM (18) POSITIONS 
Annette J. Berry (I) Outstanding 
Lawrence Elassal (I) Well Qualified 
Edward Ewell, Jr (I) Outstanding 
Kathleen Marie McCarthy (I) Outstanding 
Remaining 14 Candidates No Rating Or Did Not Participate 

3RD CIRCUIT JUDGE OF CIRCUIT COURT INCUMBENT - PARTIAL TERM ENDING 01/01/2027 
(2) POSITIONS
Bradley Cobb (I) No Rating/Did Not Participate 
Nicole N. Goodson (I) No Rating/Did Not Participate 

3RD CIRCUIT JUDGE OF CIRCUIT COURT NON-INCUMBENT - 6 YEAR TERM (1) POSITION 
Nicole Leighanne Castka Well Qualified 
John Larkin Well Qualified 
Adrienne G. Scruggs Well Qualified 

36TH DISTRICT JUDGE OF DISTRICT COURT NON-INCUMBENT - 6 YEAR TERM (2) POSITIONS 
Andrea Bradley-Baskin Outstanding 
William Burton, Jr. Qualified 

Judicial Candidate  
Evaluation Committee

34 members evaluating  
46 judcial candidates



Pro Bono Access to Justice Committee:

Detroit Legal Services Clinic

7 Lunch & Learn Volunteer Training Sessions

11



Archer Award Gala



Admissions Ceremony



Detroit Lawyer Magazine

5 issues in 2024-2025

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Joanne Geha Swanson, Chair

Zenell B. Brown

Jonathan Demers

Hon. Edward Ewell, Jr.

Donn Fresard

Kate Brink Harrison

Paul Mersino



We crossed the 1,000-member threshold this year!



Detroit Legal Services Clinic
In-Person Clinic Legal Cases, February 2024–May 2025

PARTICIPATING  
FIRMS and GROUPS

Barristers Section

Bodman

Butzel

Dickinson Wright

Dykema

Foley & Lardner

Gordon Rees Scully 
Mansukhani

Kitch

Miller Canfield

Taft

Type of Case # of Cases 
General Civil Law 39
Landlord/ Tenant 22
Traffic Tickets 22
Divorce 32
Child Support 46
Small Claims Advice 11
Drivers License Restoration 29
Other 55
Total 256

Legal Issue
Probate 26
Bankruptcy 16
Bench Warrant
Expungement 3
Protection from Abuse (PPO) 29
Criminal/Misdimeanor 15
Landlord/ Tenant 14
Child Support Issues 49
Paternity Issues 6
Child Custody/ PT Issues 72
Need Forms/ Court Docs 2
Consumer/Civil 57
Family Law/ Divorce 105
Public Benefits 2
Immigration 2
Real Estate 3
Misc./ Unknown 90
Employment 7
Housing 3
Total 501

General Civil Law
15%

Landlord/ Tenant
9%

Traffic Tickets
9%

Divorce
13%

Child Support
18%

Small Claims Advice
4%

Drivers License Restoration
11%

Other
21%

Legal Cases since Feb 24 - May 25 General Civil Law

Landlord/ Tenant

Traffic Tickets

Divorce

Child Support

Small Claims Advice

Drivers License Restoration

Other

Probate
5%

Bankruptcy
3% Expungement

1% Protection from Abuse (PPO)
6%

Criminal/Misdimeanor
3%

Landlord/ Tenant
3%

Child Support Issues
10%

Paternity Issues
1%

Child Custody/ PT Issues
14%

Need Forms/ Court Docs
0%

Consumer/Civil
11%

Family Law/ Divorce
21%

Public Benefits
0%

Immigration
0%

Real Estate
1%

Misc./ Unknown
18%

Employment
1%

Housing
1%

VC Legal Cases from June 24 - May 25

Probate Bankruptcy Bench Warrant Expungement Protection from Abuse (PPO) Criminal/Misdimeanor Landlord/ Tenant

Child Support Issues Paternity Issues Child Custody/ PT Issues Need Forms/ Court Docs Consumer/Civil Family Law/ Divorce Public Benefits

Immigration Real Estate Misc./ Unknown Employment Housing

322 clients 
served



Detroit Legal Services Clinic
Virtual Clinic Legal Cases, June 2024–May 2025

Type of Case # of Cases 
General Civil Law 39
Landlord/ Tenant 22
Traffic Tickets 22
Divorce 32
Child Support 46
Small Claims Advice 11
Drivers License Restoration 29
Other 55
Total 256

Legal Issue
Probate 26
Bankruptcy 16
Bench Warrant
Expungement 3
Protection from Abuse (PPO) 29
Criminal/Misdimeanor 15
Landlord/ Tenant 14
Child Support Issues 49
Paternity Issues 6
Child Custody/ PT Issues 72
Need Forms/ Court Docs 2
Consumer/Civil 57
Family Law/ Divorce 105
Public Benefits 2
Immigration 2
Real Estate 3
Misc./ Unknown 90
Employment 7
Housing 3
Total 501

General Civil Law
15%

Landlord/ Tenant
9%

Traffic Tickets
9%

Divorce
13%

Child Support
18%

Small Claims Advice
4%

Drivers License Restoration
11%

Other
21%

Legal Cases since Feb 24 - May 25 General Civil Law

Landlord/ Tenant

Traffic Tickets

Divorce

Child Support

Small Claims Advice

Drivers License Restoration

Other

Probate
5%

Bankruptcy
3% Expungement

1% Protection from Abuse (PPO)
6%

Criminal/Misdimeanor
3%

Landlord/ Tenant
3%

Child Support Issues
10%

Paternity Issues
1%

Child Custody/ PT Issues
14%

Need Forms/ Court Docs
0%

Consumer/Civil
11%

Family Law/ Divorce
21%

Public Benefits
0%

Immigration
0%

Real Estate
1%

Misc./ Unknown
18%

Employment
1%

Housing
1%

VC Legal Cases from June 24 - May 25

Probate Bankruptcy Bench Warrant Expungement Protection from Abuse (PPO) Criminal/Misdimeanor Landlord/ Tenant

Child Support Issues Paternity Issues Child Custody/ PT Issues Need Forms/ Court Docs Consumer/Civil Family Law/ Divorce Public Benefits

Immigration Real Estate Misc./ Unknown Employment Housing

VOLUNTEERS

Ayanna Alcendor
Beth Applebaum

Daniel Best
Dean Bruza

John C Cardello
Alexandria Casperson 

Ponce D Clay
Joe Davis

Genevieve Delonis
Tiffany Ellis

Yasmeen Farran
Jocelyn Flemons 

Todd Flood
Michelle Freeman
William D. Gilbride
Abed Hammoud
Norrel Hemphill
Leah Imbrogno

Caroline Bermudez Jomaa
Bill Kalas

Irina Kashcheyeva
Carina Kraatz
Richard Mack
R.J. McVeigh
Nick Nahat
Alec Ohryn

Shanika Owens
Essence Patterson

Brenda Richard
James Rosenfeld
Jan Rubenstein
Eileen R. Scheff

John Sier
Brian J. Stacey

Paige Szymanski
Paul Taylor

Jackie Thomason
Flora Ujkic

Zach Ulewicz
Paul Wilk

Bill Winters

672 intakes
501 attorney matches



Thank you, 2024-2025 Board of Directors

2024-2025 DETROIT BAR OFFICERS

Tiffany EllisTiffany Ellis
Peiffer Wolf Carr Kane
Conway & Wise, LLP

President

Roger P. MeyersRoger P. Meyers
Bush Seyferth PLLC

President-Elect

Stefanie ReaganStefanie Reagan
Hickey Hauck Bishoff Jeffers
& Seabolt, PLLC

Secretary-Treasurer

Zenell BrownZenell Brown
State Court Administrative
Office

Immediate Past President
(ex officio)

DETROIT BAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

James AllenJames Allen
Schenk & Bruetsch, PLC

Erin ArcherdErin Archerd
University of Detroit Mercy
School of Law

Heather AtnipHeather Atnip
Atnip & Associates

Gabriel E. BedoyaGabriel E. Bedoya
Honigman LLP

Richard BierschbachRichard Bierschbach
Wayne State University Law
School

Tishia BrowningTishia Browning
Dickinson Wright

Raymond CareyRaymond Carey
Gasiorek, Morgan, Greco,
McCauley & Kotzian P.C.

Foundation Co-Chair (ex
officio)

Ponce ClayPonce Clay
Clay Law PLC

Jason ContiJason Conti
Foley & Lardner LLP

Stephen CowenStephen Cowen
Jones Day

Albert DibAlbert Dib
Jefferson Law Center

Michael DonnellyMichael Donnelly
Butzel

Darius DynkowskiDarius Dynkowski
Butzel

Hon. Edward EwellHon. Edward Ewell
Third Circuit Court of
Michigan

Christopher FiliatrautChristopher Filiatraut
Mike Morse Law Firm

John GilloolyJohn Gillooly
Garan Lucow Miller PC

Benjamin GlazebrookBenjamin Glazebrook
Plunkett Cooney

Hon. Nicole GoodsonHon. Nicole Goodson
Third Judicial Circuit Court
of Michigan

Sue HammoudSue Hammoud
Wayne County Corporate
Counsel

James HarringtonJames Harrington
Fieger Law

Kate Brink HarrisonKate Brink Harrison
Bodman PLC

Hon. Bridget HathawayHon. Bridget Hathaway
Third Circuit Court of
Michigan

Martin HoggMartin Hogg
Miller & Tischler

Diane HutchersonDiane Hutcherson
Kramer, Corbett, Harding &
Dombrowski

Alexis JohnsonAlexis Johnson
AFJ Law Group

Carina KraatzCarina Kraatz
Kitch Drutchas Wagner
Valitutti & Sherbrook

Ray LittletonRay Littleton
Foster Swift

Jonathan MarkoJonathan Marko
Marko Law, PLLC

Bobby RaittBobby Raitt
Raitt Law, PLLC.

James RosenfeldJames Rosenfeld
Butzel

Foundation Co-Chair (ex
officio)

Michael RussellMichael Russell
Fieger Law

Juliana B. SabatiniJuliana B. Sabatini
Gordon Rees Scully
Mansukhani

Patricia SchabathPatricia Schabath
Kerr Russell and Weber,
PLLC

Kimberly K. SeibertKimberly K. Seibert
Slater Seibert, PLLC

Marcy TaylerMarcy Tayler
Marcy Tayler Mediation
Services & Kitch

William ThompsonWilliam Thompson
Varnum LLP

Lisa Whitney TimmonsLisa Whitney Timmons
Mediation Tribunal
Association

Felipe TorresFelipe Torres
Hallmark Health Care
Solutions

Milea VisloskyMilea Vislosky
Miller Tischler, P.C.

William Winters IIIWilliam Winters III
Law Office of William J.
Winters III

Sarah WykoffSarah Wykoff
Kutinsky PLLC

L. L. Pahl ZinnPahl Zinn
Dickinson Wright, PLLC

BARRISTERS

Jeffrey TurnerJeffrey Turner
Miller Johnson

Barristers Section President
(ex officio)

Blake PadgetBlake Padget
Butzel

Barristers Section
Immediate Past President
(ex officio)

Antonia GilesAntonia Giles 
Dykema Gossett PLLC

Barristers Section Vice
President (ex officio)

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Tracey CooleyTracey Cooley
Executive Director

Detroit Bar Association and
 Foundation
tcooley@detroitlawyer.org
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