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PREMIER SPONSORS:

PATRON SPONSORS:

SUSTAINING SPONSORS:



CALL TO ORDER and OPENING REMARKS

Joanne Geha Swanson, 2019–2020 President 
Kerr, Russell and Weber, PLC

REPORT of the SECRETARY-TREASURER

Robert Murkowski,2019–2020 Secretary 
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone PLC

REPORT of the  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Julie Van Hove

AGENDA
of the 184th   

DETROIT BAR ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING
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OF THE 183rd DETROIT BAR ANNUAL MEETING

RAISING THE BAR SPONSORS

RUBY SPONSORS:

GOLD SPONSORS:
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DIAMOND SPONSORS:

DELTA LAW 
GROUP, PC

Hom, Corbett, Kramer, Harding & Dombrowski



PRESIDENT BRIAN SUMMERFIELD  — Call to Order and 
Opening Remarks

The meeting of the Detroit Bar Association was convened.  A 
motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the June 20, 2019 
Annual Meeting was made, seconded and unanimously approved.

SECRETARY/TREASURER DANIEL SHIREY   —  
Submission of 2018 Financial Report

 The report was received and it was moved and approved to waive 
the reading of the report.

DARLENE TRUDELL — Report of Executive Director 
 Thanks to the hard work of the Board, members and staff, 

the Detroit Bar was successful again this year in surpassing its 
financial goals.  With the implementation of our new Operations 
Plan, we continue to create new and innovative member services 
and programs. Since last June, your Detroit Bar held 125 events, 
programs and meetings engaging over 4,000 lawyers.  We encourage 
you to go to our website and join one of our Sections or sign up to be 
a volunteer for one of our Legal Services Clinics. And don’t forget 
to write an article or run an ad in your Detroit Lawyer magazine 
that is emailed to over 26,000 lawyers in SE Michigan and also take 
advantage of our Job Board you can find on our website.

Our goal is to continue our plan to make the Detroit Bar a 
valuable and sustainable association for the future. We continue 
to focus on high-quality communications and technology and on 
developing new member benefits.  I look forward to working with the 
new Detroit Bar Board and  Foundation Trustees and hope you will 
join with me in continuing to build the best Bar in Michigan!

PRESIDENT BRIAN SUMMERFIELD — Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the 183rd Business Meeting of the Detroit Bar 

Association was made, seconded and unanimously approved.

MINUTES
OF THE 183rd DETROIT BAR ANNUAL MEETING

June 20, 2019

3



Appellate   Asbestos/Product Liability   Auto/PIP    Birth Trauma  
Commercial   Construction/Real Estate   Employment & Labor  

Estate Planning & Probate   Government/Public Policy/Regulatory  
Healthcare Law   Immigration   Litigation   Medical Malpractice

Post-Acute Care   Trucking/Transportation   Worker’s Compensation

Part of Detroit for over 50 years
Strength in commitment to community 

and those we serve

Detroit    Lansing    Mt. Clemens    Upper Michigan    Toledo    Chicago    Honolulu

Providing services for over 

to our clients and the communi
ty

5
yearsKitch

Attorneys & Counselors
See more at Kitch.com



Enthusiastic supporters of the Detroit Bar Association,  
Wilson Elser champions its mission of supporting the ethical 
and successful practice of law and the fair administration  
of justice. We are proud to receive the Pro Bono Service 
Award and salute all of today’s deserving honorees.

wilsonelser.com
38 Offices Nationwide

© 2020 Wilson Elser.  All rights reserved.  510-20

In Praise of  
Those Who  
Help Balance  
the Scales



ASSETS  

 Current Assets  

  Cash $276,830 

  Accounts Receivable $24,525

  Prepaid Expenses  $1,717 

  Total Current Assets  $303,072

 Fixed Assets  

  Computers, Furniture, Equip.  $33,908 

  Accumulated Depreciation  ($33,908)

  Total Fixed Assets  — 

   ________

 Total Assets $303,072

   

LIABILITIES & EQUITY   

 Current Liabilities  

  Accounts Payable  $21.052

 Total Liabilities  $21,052

   

 Fund Balance $223,510

 Net Income  $58,510

 Total Equity $303,072

   ________

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $303,072

STATEMENT of  
FINANCIAL CONDITION

AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2019
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ASSETS  

 Current Assets  

  Cash $276,830 

  Accounts Receivable $24,525

  Prepaid Expenses  $1,717 

  Total Current Assets  $303,072

 Fixed Assets  

  Computers, Furniture, Equip.  $33,908 

  Accumulated Depreciation  ($33,908)

  Total Fixed Assets  — 

   ________

 Total Assets $303,072

   

LIABILITIES & EQUITY   

 Current Liabilities  

  Accounts Payable  $21.052

 Total Liabilities  $21,052

   

 Fund Balance $223,510

 Net Income  $58,510

 Total Equity $303,072

   ________

 Total Liabilities & Equity  $303,072

REVENUE 

Barristers  $7,740 

Detroit Lawyer Magazine  $18,715 

Events  $53,755 

Foundation Funding  $88,937 

Gifts $500

Membership  $133,847 

Non-Dues Revenue Programs   $90,661

Sections & Committees  $6,805 

  ________

Total Revenue  $400,960

 

EXPENSES 

Attorney Resource Center  $21,049

Barristers  $4,749 

Detroit Lawyer Magazine $16,307 

Events  $28,705 

Governance & Fiscal  $21,983 

Human Resources  $93,348 

Non-Dues Revenue Programs $71,204 

Office $30,013  

Operations $50,986 

Sections & Committees $4,106  

  ________

Total Expenses $342,450

 

SURPLUS $58,510 

STATEMENT of  
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019

7



WE BELIEVE  
BUSINESS  
DESERVES  
BETTER.
DETROIT’ S BUSINESS- 
ONLY FIBER NETWORK.

Everstream’s locally owned and managed network disrupts the big telecom status quo by 
only serving businesses. Our enterprise-grade network delivers low-latency connections  
at speeds up to 100 Gbps across our fiber footprint.

But providing a network is only part of it. We form real relationships with our customers.  
We provide expertise, not excuses, and are dedicated to helping you succeed today and 
into the future. That’s the Everstream Difference.

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE DETROIT BAR  
ASSOCIATION. CONGRATULATIONS TO  
THE “RAISING THE BAR” AWARDEES!

everstream.net



DETROIT BAR ASSOCIATION 
BOARD of DIRECTORS

2019–2020

PRESIDENT
Joanne Geha Swanson
Kerr, Russell and Weber, PLC

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Daniel R. Shirey

Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & 
Sherbrook

Zenell Brown
Third Circuit Court Administrator

Tishia Browning
Wayne State University Law Career Services

Hon. Demetria Brue
36th District Court

Raymond Carey
Gasiorek, Morgan, Greco, McCauley & 

Kotzian P.C.

Hon. Robert Colombo, Jr.
3rd Circuit Court, Retired

Jason Conti
Foley & Lardner LLP

Stephen Cowen
Jones Day

Darius Dynkowski
Ackerman Ackerman & Dynkowski

Tiffany R. Ellis
Weitz & Luxenberg

Hon. Edward Ewell
Third Circuit Court of Michigan

Patrick B. Green
Dickinson Wright PLLC

Michael Gruskin
General Motors LLC

Hon. Bridget Hathaway
Wayne County Third Circuit

Benjamin W. Jeffers
Hickey, Hauck, Bishoff & Jeffers, PLLC

Hon. Kirsten Frank Kelly
Michigan Court of Appeals 

Andrew Kolozsvary
Dykema

Paul Mersino
Butzel Long PC

Paul J. Millenbach
Foster Swift Collins & Smith, P.C.

Megan Moslimani
City of Detroit Law Department

Joseph T. Muzingo
Apex Health

Sherry D. O’Neal
Rivian

Julia Perkins
Varnum LLP

Antoinette Porter
DTE Energy

Christopher J. Webb
Law & ADR Offices PLC

Kimberly Yourchock
Honigman Miller Schwartz & Cohen LLP

BARRISTERS PRESIDENT

Katharine Brink Harrison 
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Julie Van Hove

SECRETARY–TREASURER
Robert Murkowski

Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone PLC

PAST PRESIDENT
Brian C. Summerfield

Kostopoulos Rodriguez, PLLC
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INSTALLATION of OFFICERS
2020–2021
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Daniel Shirey, President
Daniel Shirey is a Principal at Kitch 
Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & Sherbrook in its 
Detroit office, and has been with the Firm 
for more than 30 years. He has extensive 
litigation experience in the areas of medical 
and dental malpractice defense, as well 
as health professional licensing defense, 
estate planning, estate administration, 
probate, and other areas of law. He earned 
a B.A. with Honors from Michigan State 
University, his J.D. from the University of 
Illinois College of Law, and an LL.M. in Tax 
from Wayne State University Law School. He is 
also admitted to practice law in Florida, and with 
the U.S. Tax Court. Mr. Shirey has several times 
been named a dBusiness Top Lawyer, and has 
also been a member of the Detroit Bar 
Association Board of Directors 
for several years.



Robert Murkowski, President-Elect  
Robert E. Murkowski is a Principal at Miller, Canfield, 
Paddock and Stone. Robert is a member of Miller 
Canfield’s Litigation and Dispute Resolution Group 
and a co-leader of the firm’s Automotive industry team 
and works in Miller Canfield’s Detroit office. Robert 
represents clients in various complex commercial, 
corporate, antitrust, class action, non-compete, intellec-
tual property, trade secret, securities, insurance, officer 
and director liability, professional malpractice, product 

liability, personal injury and criminal defense matters in both federal and 
state courts. Robert has been a member of the Detroit Bar Association since 
2009, serving on the Detroit Bar Association Barristers from 2010-2016, on 
the Detroit Bar Board of Directors since 2016, and currently as the Co-Chair 
of the Detroit Bar’s Inn of Court.

Paul Millenbach, Secretary/Treasurer
Paul J. Millenbach is a shareholder at Foster Swift 
Collins & Smith in its Southfield office and a co-leader 
of the firm’s General Litigation Practice Group. Paul 
has extensive experience in Michigan no-fault litiga-
tion, including medical provider reimbursement and 
first and third party defense. Other core components of 
Paul’s practice include a highly specialized transporta-
tion and logistics law practice and mass tort defense of 
asbestos disease cases statewide. He also assists clients 
with commercial litigation. Paul is an active member 

of the American Bar Association, the State Bar of Michigan, and a board 
member of the Detroit Bar Association. He is also a Fellow of the Michigan 
State Bar Foundation and the Detroit Bar Association.

Joanne Geha Swanson, Past President
Joanne Geha Swanson is a member of Kerr, Russell, 
and Weber, PLC, where she has practiced in the areas 
of litigation and appeals for over 35 years. Her civil liti-
gation practice primarily involves complex commercial 
disputes, antitrust, class actions, business torts, and 
other related matters.  Joanne is a member of the Detroit 
Bar Association’s Board of Directors and Chair of the 
Detroit Bar’s Editorial Committee, which oversees 
publication of the Detroit Lawyer magazine.  She is a 

current Council Member and Past Chair of the Appellate Practice Section of 
the State Bar of Michigan and is a Past Chair of the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Antitrust, Franchise & Trade Regulation Section. Joanne has been recog-
nized by The Best Lawyers in America, Michigan Super Lawyers, Crain’s 
Detroit Business Notable Women Lawyers in Michigan, dBusiness Top 
Lawyer, 2018 Best Lawyers Litigation – Antitrust “Lawyer of the Year” for 
Metro Detroit, and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. 
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Hon. Thomas 
Cameron

Michigan Court of 
Appeals

Lynda Krupp
Lakeshore Legal Aid

APPOINTED:

Jason Conti
Foley & Lardner LLP

Tiffany Ellis
Weitz & Luxenberg, 

P.C.

Hon. Edward 
Ewell

Third Circuit Court

INSTALLATION of DIRECTORS
2019–2020

ELECTED:
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Patrick Green
Dickinson Wright 

PLLC

Diane Hutcherson
Hom, Bachrach, 
Corbett, Kramer, 

Harding & Dombrowski

Michael Gruskin
General Motors LLC

Julia Perkins
Varnum LLP



APPOINTED:

THANK YOU TO THE 
BOARD MEMBERS 

WHOSE TERMS 
HAVE ENDED 

Paul Mersino
Butzel Long PC

Brian  Summerfield
Kostopoulos Rodriguez, PLLC 

Andrew 
Kolozsvary

Dykema

Jonathan Marko
Marko Law PLLC

Roger Meyers
Bush Seyfereth PLLC

Juliana Sabatini
Wilson Elser, 

Moskowitz Edelman 
& Dicker LLP

Lisa Whitney 
Timmons

Mediation Tribunal 
Association

Christopher 
Webb

Law & ADR Offices 
of Christopher J. 

Webb PLC

APPOINTED, CONTINUED:

Brian 
Summerfield

Paul
Mersino
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B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R  T O DAY  AT

DetroitLawyer.org



Eric Abramson
Sterling & Abramson

Alan Ackerman
Ackerman Ackerman & Dynkowski

Thomas Bishoff
Hickey Hauck Bishoff & Jeffers

Michael Butler
Landry, Mazzeo & Dembinski, PC 

Bill Colovos
Colovos Law Firm

Phyllis Crocker
University of Detroit Mercy Law School

Sarah Cylkowski
Bodman

Daniel Dulworth
Clark Hill

Zenna Elhasan
Kresge Foundation

Hon. Russell Ethridge
Grosse Pointe Municipal Court

Sean Fraser
Abbott Nicholson

Donn Fresard
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office

Hon. Adel Harb
Wayne County Circuit Court

James Hermon
Dykema

Ven Johnson
Johnson Law

Hon. Timothy Kenny
Chief Judge Third Circuit Court

Brian McKeen
Brian McKeen Associates

Robert Murkowski
Miller Canfield

Ryan Plecha
Kostopoulus Rodriguez

James Robb
James D. Robb, PLLC

Scott Seabolt
Seabolt Law Firm

Dan Shirey
Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & Sherbrook

John Sier
Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & Sherbrook

Brian C. Summerfield
Kostopoulos Rodriguez, PLLC

Joanne Swanson
Kerr Russell & Weber

Louis Theros
MGM Grand Detroit

Michelle Johnson Tidjani
Henry Ford Health System

David Winter
David J. Winter PLLC

DETROIT BAR ASSOCIATION 
FOUNDATION 

BOARD of  TRUSTEES
2019–2020

CO-CHAIRS

Raymond Carey
 GMGMK

Hon. Robert Colombo, Jr.
 Retired Chief Judge, Third Circuit Court

SECRETARY–TREASURER

James Rosenfeld
 Butzel Long
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HONOREES
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FR ANK 
MURPHY 
AWARD
JOHN SIER 
Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & 
Sherbrook

In recognition of his leadership 
and service which exemplify the 
highest professional ideals and 
demonstration of outstanding 
service to the legal profession

DETROIT BAR 
PRESIDENT’S 
AWARD
HON. PATRICIA PEREZ FRESARD 
Third Circuit Court Civil Division

In recognition of your 
outstanding efforts to 
keep lawyers informed of 
ongoing developments in 
court procedures during the 
pandemic, including your many 
Q&A webinars with the Bar



LIBERTY 
BELL AWARD
LT. GOV. GARLIN GILCHRIST
Michigan Lieutenant Governor

In recognition of outstanding 
service performed by a non-
lawyer citizen who has given his 
time and energy to strengthen 
the effectiveness of the American 
system of freedom under law, 
in keeping with the spirit of our 
Constitution
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B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R  T O DAY  AT

DetroitLawyer.org



COMMITTEE 
OF THE YEAR 
AWARD
In awe and appreciation of 
the dedication, effort and 
accomplishments of the newly 
formed Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee, and in recognition 
of your leadership as Committee 
Chairs

ZENELL BROWN 
Third Circuit Court Administrator

JAMES ROSENFELD 
Butzel Long

HONOREES
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B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R  T O DAY  AT

DetroitLawyer.org

PRO BONO 
SERVICE 
AWARD
WILSON ELSER MOSKOWITZ 
EDELMAN & DICKER, LLP AND 
CARA SWINDLEHURST

To work for the common good 
is the noblest creed. To do so 
with excellence is the highest 
accomplishment.

HONOREES



HOM, CORBETT, KRAMER, 
HARDING & DOMBROWSKI

Congratulations 
to all 2020 Detroit Bar awardees!



B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R  T O DAY  a n d  
P U R C H A S E  D E T R O I T  B A R  G E A R  a t

DetroitLawyer.org



Drawing from the example of the Nobel Foundation in Sweden the 
Detroit Bar Legal Scholar Program was established to recognize 
each year original legal work product that advances the field of 
law and offers the application of new ideas that address the social, 
educational, economic and/or human advancement of the State 
of Michigan. This year’s Mega Question addressed:  “How could 
current legal/judicial tools and/or new ones be innovatively 
applied to optimize our current healthcare delivery systems 
to advance the wellbeing and betterment of the residents of 
Michigan and then serve as a model nationally?”

Michigan Should Adopt 
The Point of Care 
Model for Its Healthcare 
Delivery System to 
Secure Improved 
Healthcare Outcomes for 
Michigan Residents and 
Reduce Healthcare Costs 
for Michigan Taxpayers. 

JAMELE HAGE 
DELTA LAW GROUP, P.C.

DETROIT BAR LEGAL 
SCHOLAR

HONOREES
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HONOREES

23100 Jefferson Avenue
St. Clair Shores, Michigan  48080

248-752-9600

certifiedservicepros.com

Ultimate Digital Precision

OTHER RESOURCES
+ more

Email Authentication
Internet Usage
Data Filtering
Cellular Text Extraction

Proportionality Assessment & Advisory
Data Mapping
Legacy Software & Systems
Cyber-Security & Fraud Prevention

Early Cases Preservation
Data Volume Analysis
Defensible Reduction
Deleted File Recovery

Certifications & Letter Reports
Declarations & Affidavits
Spoliation Detection & Prevention
Rebuttal Reports & Testimony

Forensic Accounting
Certification of Internal ESI Collections
Lowering Discovery Costs
Investigative Services

DATA RECOVERY
+ preservation

DIGITAL FORENSICS
+ cellular

EXPERT OPINIONS
+ testimony

SYSTEMS ANALYSIS
+ assessment



Congratulations 
to incoming President 
Daniel Shirey 
and thank you to 
outgoing President 
Joanne Swanson 
both outstanding 
community leaders.


