
RAISING
the 

BAR
June 2025–May 2026



Over the last year the Detroit Bar Association 
served over 4,400 attendees, hosting 419 
networking events, fundraisers, webinars, 

educational programs, board, committee, section, 
and planning meetings!



Raising the Bar Annual Dinner 



Summer Breeze Law Clerk’s Party



Detroit Bar Association Golf Outing 



Night Out with the Bench and Bar



Jingle Mingle Holiday Celebration 



Mardi Gras in the “D” 



Trivia Night



New Lawyer Boot Camp  



Inn of Court  



Law Day



WEBINARS: Professionalism and Civility: A Better Way to Practice •  
Social Media: Trends, Tools, and Legal Considerations • Vibe Coding for 

Attorneys • New Tax Law Strategies



Auto No Fault Section:

Fee Schedule Update and Navigating the  
Underinsured Motorist Claim



Barristers Section:

Barristers Holiday Party

Detroit Legal Services Clinic & Happy Hour

Law Day • Networking & Business Etiquette for New Lawyers



Estate Planning and Probate Litigation Section:

The Do’s and Don’ts of Wayne County Probate Court



In-House Counsel and Small Firms and Solo Practitioners Section:

Common Ground:  
Where In-House and Small Firm Attorneys Connect



Criminal Defense Section: 

-	 Webinar: 10 Steps to Bullet Proofing Your Recording



ADR Section:

Behind the Neutral Table: Lessons from the Frontlines of ADR



Work Life Balance Section:

Book Club



Fish & Game Section:

Introduction to Hunting — 6-Part Series



Business Litigation Section:

Winter Happy Hour



Special Events:

Using Social Media as Evidence



Special Events:

Women’s Day Happy Hour



Diversity & Inclusion Committee:

25 in ‘25 Diversity and Inclusion Challenge and Reflections



Pro Bono Access to Justice Committee:
LUNCH AND LEARN TRAINING SESSIONS 

Session #29:  The Joseph Project

Session #30:  Introduction to U.S. Immigration Law and the Asylum Process

Session #31: Michigan Community Resources: Pro Bono Transactional Law for Michigan Nonprofits

Session #32: Serving the Community in Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Session #33: Fees, Fines, and Suspensions - How Reform Can be Achieved 

Session #34: The Intersection of Tribal, State, and Federal Law

PRO BONO ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Lunch and Learn 
Volunteer Training Series



Detroit Legal Services Clinic
Case Volume



Detroit Legal Services Clinic
Case Volume and Case Types



Detroit Legal Services Clinic Voluneers

Firms that served 
though the Detroit Legal 

Services Clinic 

June 17: Butzel served 20 

July 15: Bodman served 30 

August 19: Foley served 25 

September 16: Miller Johnson 
served 27

October 21: Miller Canfield 
served 36

November 18: Kitch served 13

December 16: Dickinson 
Wright served 21

January 20: Kitch  served 21

February 17: Kitch and BSP 
served 24

March 17: Kerr Russell, Kitch, 
and Miller Canfield served 30

April 21: Wright Beamer, Kitch, 
and Warner Norcross + Judd 

served 20



Conferences:  

MABE Bar Executives Conference

Great Lakes Legal Conference



21st Archer Award Gala



Bar Admissions Ceremony



Detroit Lawyer Magazine

5 issues in 2025-2026

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Joanne Geha Swanson, Chair

Zenell B. Brown

Jonathan Demers

Hon. Edward Ewell, Jr.

Donn Fresard

Kate Harrison

Paul Mersino



Membership reports

Trends

Set parameters

Chart Parameters: 14 May 2025 – 9 May 2026, all membership levels

Summary Parameters: 14 May 2025 – 9 May 2026, all membership levels

Membership levels Members  Monthly Recurring Revenue  ($,USD)  

  Start End Diff # Diff % Start End Diff # Diff %

Attorney (Admitted 10+
years in MI)

184 186 2  1.09  3,833 3,875 42  1.09 

Firm Attorney (Admitted
10+ years in MI)

178 189 11  6.18  3,708 3,938 229  6.18 

Student Associate (Law
School)

104 93 -11  -10.58  217 194 -23  -10.58 

Attorney (Government,
Academic, Non-Profit)

80 89 9  11.25  667 742 75  11.25 

Attorney (Admitted 1-4
years in MI)

79 70 -9  -11.39  988 875 -113  -11.39 
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Detroit Bar Association Board of Directors:  

8 meetings

June 2025 Board Retreat

New Board Member Orientation



Thank you, 2025-2026 Board of Directors
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Roger P. MeyersRoger P. MeyersRoger P. MeyersRoger P. Meyers

Bush Seyferth PLLC
President

Stefanie ReaganStefanie ReaganStefanie ReaganStefanie Reagan
Hickey Hauck Bishoff Jeffers

& Seabolt, PLLC
President-Elect

Darius DynkowskiDarius DynkowskiDarius DynkowskiDarius Dynkowski

Butzel
Secretary-Treasurer

Tiffany EllisTiffany EllisTiffany EllisTiffany Ellis
Peiffer Wolf Carr Kane

Conway & Wise, LLP
Immediate Past President (ex
of[cio)

DETROIT BAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

James AllenJames AllenJames AllenJames Allen
Schenk & Bruetsch, PLC

Erin ArcherdErin ArcherdErin ArcherdErin Archerd
University of Detroit Mercy

School of Law

Heather AtnipHeather AtnipHeather AtnipHeather Atnip

Atnip & Associates

Gabriel E. BedoyaGabriel E. BedoyaGabriel E. BedoyaGabriel E. Bedoya
Honigman LLP

Richard BierschbachRichard BierschbachRichard BierschbachRichard Bierschbach

Wayne State University Law

School

Tishia BrowningTishia BrowningTishia BrowningTishia Browning
Dickinson Wright, PLLC

    

Michael ButlerMichael ButlerMichael ButlerMichael Butler
Butler ADR

    

John CahalanJohn CahalanJohn CahalanJohn Cahalan
Law Of[ce of John C. Cahalan

    

Raymond CareyRaymond CareyRaymond CareyRaymond Carey
Gasiorek, Morgan, Greco,
McCauley & Kotzian P.C.

Foundation Co-Chair (ex
of[cio)
    

Hon. Ponce ClayHon. Ponce ClayHon. Ponce ClayHon. Ponce Clay
36th District Court

    

Stephen CowenStephen CowenStephen CowenStephen Cowen
Jones Day
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Jefferson Law Center

Michael DonnellyMichael DonnellyMichael DonnellyMichael Donnelly
Butzel
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Varnum
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Mike Morse Law Firm
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Garan Lucow Miller PC
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Plunkett Cooney
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Third Judicial Circuit Court of
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Martin HoggMartin HoggMartin HoggMartin Hogg
Miller, Tischler & Vislosky, PC

Diane HutchersonDiane HutchersonDiane HutchersonDiane Hutcherson
Kramer, Corbett, Harding &

Dombrowski

William-George AlexanderWilliam-George AlexanderWilliam-George AlexanderWilliam-George Alexander
JohnsonJohnsonJohnsonJohnson

Lady4Justice Law Of[ce

Alexis JohnsonAlexis JohnsonAlexis JohnsonAlexis Johnson

AFJ Law Group PLLC

Carina KraatzCarina KraatzCarina KraatzCarina Kraatz
Kitch Drutchas Wagner

Valitutti & Sherbrook

Alexis LauringAlexis LauringAlexis LauringAlexis Lauring

Dickinson Wright

Ray LittletonRay LittletonRay LittletonRay Littleton
Foster Swift

Jonathan MarkoJonathan MarkoJonathan MarkoJonathan Marko
Marko Law, PLLC

Blake PadgetBlake PadgetBlake PadgetBlake Padget
Butzel

James RosenfeldJames RosenfeldJames RosenfeldJames Rosenfeld
Butzel

Foundation Co-Chair (ex
of[cio)

Michael RussellMichael RussellMichael RussellMichael Russell
Fieger Law

Juliana B. SabatiniJuliana B. SabatiniJuliana B. SabatiniJuliana B. Sabatini

Patricia SchabathPatricia SchabathPatricia SchabathPatricia Schabath
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Kimberly K. SeibertKimberly K. SeibertKimberly K. SeibertKimberly K. Seibert
Slater Seibert, PLLC

Suzanne StanczykSuzanne StanczykSuzanne StanczykSuzanne Stanczyk
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Marcy TaylerMarcy TaylerMarcy TaylerMarcy Tayler
Marcy Tayler Mediation

Services
    

Lisa Whitney TimmonsLisa Whitney TimmonsLisa Whitney TimmonsLisa Whitney Timmons
Mediation Tribunal
Association

Felipe TorresFelipe TorresFelipe TorresFelipe Torres
Hallmark Health Care

Solutions
    

Milea VisloskyMilea VisloskyMilea VisloskyMilea Vislosky

Miller, Tischler & Vislosky, PC
    

William Winters IIIWilliam Winters IIIWilliam Winters IIIWilliam Winters III

Law Of[ce of William J.
Winters III

Sarah WykoffSarah WykoffSarah WykoffSarah Wykoff
Kutinsky Insurance Coverage

Firm PLLC

L. L. L. L. Pahl ZinnPahl ZinnPahl ZinnPahl Zinn

Dickinson Wright, PLLC

BARRISTERS

Antonia GilesAntonia GilesAntonia GilesAntonia Giles 
Warner Norcross + Judd LLP

Barristers Section President
(ex of[cio)

Jeffrey TurnerJeffrey TurnerJeffrey TurnerJeffrey Turner
Miller Johnson

Barristers Section Immediate
Past President (ex of[cio)

Patrick J. MastersonPatrick J. MastersonPatrick J. MastersonPatrick J. Masterson
Dickinson Wright, PLLC

Barristers Section President-
Elect (ex of[cio)

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Tracey CooleyTracey CooleyTracey CooleyTracey Cooley

Executive Director
Detroit Bar Association and
 Foundation
tcooley@detroitlawyer.org
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Committees, Task Forces & 
Work Groups

Access to Justice Committee

Archer Awards Gala Committee

Attorney Referral List Work Group

Detroit Lawyer Editorial Board

Diversity & Inclusion Committee

Executive Committee

Golf Outing Committee

Inn of Court Committee

Judicial Candidate Evaluation Committee

Judicial Candidate Evaluation Work Group

Legal Scholars Committee

Membership Committee

Nomination Committee

Public Statement Policy Work Group

Sponsorship Criteria Task Force

Strategic Planning Committee

Legal  
Sections

ADR Section

Auto No-Fault Section

Barristers Section

Business and Commercial Litigation

Civil Rights Section

Criminal Law Section

Estate Planning Section

Fish and Game Section

In House Counsel Section

Medical Malpractice Defense Section

Medical Malpractice Plaintiff Section

Probate Litigation Section

Small Firms & Solo Practitioners 

Work Life Balance Section



New things this year!  
Budget Task Force, Trivia Night Committee, Scholarship Development,  

Law Clubs, Law Firm Civic Award Task Force, Mission Task Force,  
Social Media Advisory. 

Affordable Legal Assistance Program Launching Fall of 2026!



Social Media Growth and Digital Strategy

Growing DBA’s Digital Community

4

Following the implementation of Near Perfect Media’s social strategy in October 2025, DBA 
experienced steady audience growth across its core social platforms, helping expand visibility, 
member engagement and community reach.

Followers of DBA Channels at a Glance

3

1,868 Followers 1,833 Followers

513 Followers 28 Followers

DBA now maintains an active and growing 
presence across LinkedIn, Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok, allowing the 
organization to engage legal professionals 
across multiple generations and content 
formats.

Note: TikTok was launched in Q1 2026.
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Social Media Growth and Digital Strategy

Digital Engagement Accelerated Following NPM Implementation

5

Following the implementation of 
NPM’s social strategy in October 2025, 
DBA experienced immediate and 
sustained growth in social 
engagement, including multiple 
months exceeding 2,000 total 
engagements.

Average monthly engagement 
increased approximately 93% 
following the start of NPM’s 
management.



Social Media Growth and Digital Strategy

LinkedIn Became a Major Driver of Professional Engagement

6

LinkedIn engagement surged as content 
shifted toward member storytelling, legal 
leadership visibility, event coverage and 
more consistent professional content.

Average LinkedIn engagement increased 
approximately 96% following 
implementation of NPM’s strategy.



Social Media Growth and Digital Strategy

People-First Content Consistently Performed Best

7

Content centered around members, recognition, events and 
community consistently generated the strongest engagement across 
DBA’s social platforms.

Top-performing content included:

• Attorney/member spotlights

• Awards and recognitions

• Event recap coverage

• Leadership features

• Behind-the-scenes moments

Strategic Momentum Moving Forward

9

The first six months of DBA’s partnership with Near Perfect Media established a stronger digital foundation 
built around consistency, professional storytelling, video engagement and community interaction.

Moving forward, continued investment in video-first content, member storytelling and LinkedIn engagement 
presents a significant opportunity to further expand DBA’s visibility and digital influence within the legal 
community.

People-First Content Consistently Performed Best

7

Content centered around members, recognition, events and 
community consistently generated the strongest engagement across 
DBA’s social platforms.

Top-performing content included:

• Attorney/member spotlights

• Awards and recognitions

• Event recap coverage

• Leadership features

• Behind-the-scenes moments

People-First Content Consistently Performed Best

7

Content centered around members, recognition, events and 
community consistently generated the strongest engagement across 
DBA’s social platforms.

Top-performing content included:

• Attorney/member spotlights

• Awards and recognitions

• Event recap coverage

• Leadership features

• Behind-the-scenes moments


