
Raising
the Bar

188th 
Annual Dinner



In the last year,  6,000+ people 
participated in 130 Networking Events, 

Webinars, Educational Programs, Detroit 
Legal Services Clinic, Discovery and 
Mediation, Committee Meetings and 

Section Meetings! 51% were nonmembers.



Raising the Bar Annual Dinner 



Summer Breeze Law Clerk’s Party



Detroit Bar Association Golf Outing 



Jingle Mingle Holiday Celebration 



Night Out with the Bench and Bar



Mardi Gras in the “D” 



State of the Court Address & Reception 



New Lawyer Boot Camp  



Inn of Court  



Using Technology to Level the Playing Field for Small Firms 

Chat GPT: Your New Artificially Intelligent Associate 

Retirement Planning for Small Firms & Solo Practitioners 



Auto No Fault Section:

Trying a PIP Case Post Covid

Civil Rights Section: 
Networking at Andiamo’s 

Riverfront Restaurant



Barristers Section:

Barristers Holiday Party

Pins & Pinstripes

Financial Planning for Lawyers Starting their Careers (15)

Navigating Student Loan Debt: A Practical Guide for Young Lawyers (10)

Law Day



Estate Planning Section:

Estate Planning Section Launch at the Detroit Club

Webinar: The use of a Special Needs Trust to Protect a Plaintiff’s Assets 

Webinar: Estate Planning for Pro Bono Attorneys



In-House Counsel Section:

Webinar: Aligning Expectations 
with Outcomes: The In-House 

Perspective

Medical Malpractice  
Defense Section: 

The Status of the Caps on 
Non-Economic Damages



Probate Litigation 
Section:

Probate Training for 
Pro Bono Attorneys

Criminal Defense 
Section: 

Criminal Section 
Launch Event at 

Frank Murphy Hall 
of Justice

Fish & Game 
Section



ADR Section:

ADR Section Launch Event at Butzel

Webinar: The Benefits of Early Dispute Resolution in Conflict Management



Work Life Balance Section:

Webinar: Stress Management and Understanding  
Vicarious Trauma in the Legal Profession

Webinar: Managing Stress in the Legal Profession

Balance



Diversity & Inclusion Committee:

23 in 23’ Diversity Challenge Reflections Meeting

Launched the 24 in 24’ Diversity Challenge

Pathways to the Bench Webinar



Strategic Planning 
Committee:

Completed the  Detroit Bar 
Association Strategic Plan

Judicial Candidate Evaluation 
Committee

34 members evaluating  
46 judcial candidates



Pro Bono Access to 
Justice Committee:

XXXX Served Through 
Detroit Legal Services 

Virtual Clinic

Detroit Legal Services 
Clinic Returned to In 

Person Operation

Completed Four Lunch & 
Learn Training Webinars 
for Pro Bono Attorneys



We have 941 Members.



Tracey Cooley

Executive Director of the 
Detroit Bar Association 

and Foundation



A New Strategic Plan

1 
 

Detroit Bar Association 
Strategic Plan 2023-2025 

Corporate Purpose (as filed in 1934) 
  To maintain the honor and dignity of the profession of the law, to increase its usefulness in 

promoting the due administration of justice, and to cultivate social intercourse among its 
members. 

Core Values  
(to be applied in all actions and decision-making) 

Stewardship                  Service                Integrity                Honor               Inclusive Community 
Mission (What We Do) 

The mission of the Detroit Bar Association is to create and serve a legal community that 
• Promotes professionalism and integrity of the legal profession  
• Supports access to justice 
• Fosters relationships and equity of opportunity for all lawyers 
Vision (What We Wish to Become) 

The Detroit Bar Association connects and collaboratively leads the lawyers of today and tomorrow 
to be ready to address the most pressing concerns of the legal community and optimize conditions 
to achieve access to justice. 

Desired Outcomes (The Impacts We Intend to Make) 
The Detroit Bar Association cultivates an environment where  

• Lawyers access the relationships and resources they need to realize their potential and 
achieve results for their clients. 

• Attorneys engage with the organization to service the community in its pressing legal needs. 
• Service providers recognize that the organization is a partner and our members are a 

primary resource in addressing legal needs. 
• The judiciary and agencies benefit from a collaborative relationship to have well-prepared 

and ethically responsible attorneys who uphold the principles of justice. 
• The community’s young people are inspired and encouraged to become attorneys. 

Strategic Filters (to be applied in decision-making to move the organization to realize this plan) 
Does this decision demonstrate adaptation to change? Does this decision illustrate 

energizing/visionary leadership? 
Strategic Initiatives 

Education Sections/Committees Visibility to 
Members 

Visibility to 
Public 

Governance 

Establish real value in 
our educational 
programming 
 
 
  

Keep Sections and 
committees active and vital; 
prune non-performing 
sections   

Increase 
awareness/ 
visibility on 
website/google 
searches, 
traditional and 
social media 

Gain broader 
visibility with the 
public through 
increased pro-bono 
activity, partnering 
with courts, and 
public service 
announcements. 
 

Revitalize the 
board governing 
function 
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